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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 0234 

FROM HOUGHTON 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRNXF 

SUBJECT: DISCUSSION ON ARAB AIR CARRIER TRANSATLANTIC 
ROUTE POSTPONED UNTIL MAY. 

1. JANUARY 16 AHRAM REPORTS THAT ARAB AIR CARRIERS ORGANIZATION 
DECIDED IN MEETING HELD JANUARY 15 THAT FURTHER DISCUSSION ON 
TRANSATLANTIC ROUTE WOULD BE POSTPONED UNTIL NEXT SCHEDULED 
MEETING, TO BE HELD IN TUNISH N MAY. 

2. COMMENT: LOCKEED SALES REP. JOHN PETERSEN, WHO ARRIVED 
IN CAIRO JANUARY 13, HAS INFORMED US THAT HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH 
EGIQTAIR HAVE REVEALED INTENSE INTEREST IN WIDE-BODY TRANSPORTS 
CAPABLE OF OPERATING ON TRANSATLANTIC ROUTES AS WELL AS 
EGYPT AIRS CURRENT ROUTE STRUCTURE. REGARDING TRANSATLANTIC 
ROUTE, PETERSEN SAID EGYPTAIR REPS SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED 
POSSIBILITY OF COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENT WITH SAUDIA AND MEA. 
F.TLTS 
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